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Commissioned by Vox Humana Chamber Choir in Victoria, Canada (Brian Wismath, Conductor)

Suo Gan (Lullaby)

music for SATB voices

Welsh text: traditional
English text: adapted from Robert Bryan (1858-1920)

Lyrically, gently oJ - 72:80

traditional Welsh melody
arr. David Archer (1985)
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The solo verse may be sung by soprano or boy soprano, though the solo sections at the end evoke a mother rocking her

child to sleep, and would ideally be sung by the same soloist.

The Welsh verses are written in the score below a transliteration to aid pronunciation.

Max divisi: SSAATBB

Duration: approx. 4 minutes
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S A M P L E Suo Gan (Lullaby) 3
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Sleep, sleep, sleep in peace.
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Sleep, sleep, sleep, sleep, sleep, in peace.
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Sleep, sleep, sleep, in peace.
Verse 1 (Welsh) Verse 1 (Translation)
Huna blentyn ar fy mynwes, Sleep child upon my bosom,
Clyd a chynnes ydyw hon; It is cosy and warm;
Breichiau mam sy'n dynn amdanat, Mother's arms are tight around you,
Cariad mam sy dan fy mron; A mother's love is in my breast;
Ni chaiff dim amharu'th gyntun, Nothing shall disturb your slumber,
Ni wna undyn & thi gam; Nobody will do you harm;
Huna'n dawel, annwyl blentyn, Sleep in peace, dear child,
Huna'n fwyn ar fron dy fam. Sleep quietly on your mother's breast.
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Heewn - an da- well heh - no hee-na, Heewn-an vine eh toos eye leen;__  Pahm ar weet - ahn
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Verse 2 (Welsh)

Huna'n dawel,

heno, huna,

Huna'n fwyn, y tlws ei lun;

Pam yr wyt yn

awr yn gwenu,

Gwenu'n dirion yn dy hun?

Ai angylion fry

sy'n gwenu,

Arnat ti yn gwenu'n llon,
Tithau'n gwenu'n 6l dan huno,
Huno'n dawel ar fy mron?

gwe - nu Gwe - nu'n dir - ion

ahn duh heen
yn dy hun?

Eye ahng-well-yon
Al ang - y - lion

Verse 2 (Translation)

vree-seen gwen- ee,
fry sy'n gwe-nu,

Sleep peacefully tonight, sleep;

Gentl_y sleep, my lovely;

Why are you now smiling,

Smiling gently in your sleep?
Are angels above smiling on you,
As you smile cheerfully,

Smiling back and sleeping,
Sleeping quietly on my breast?
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Heh - nohn da - well ar va mron Sleep, sleep, sleep, sleep, in

Hu - no'n da - wel ar fy mron?
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Sleep, sleep, sleep, sound and deep.
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Harm will ne - ver come to you; Moth-er's arms en-fold you safe-ly, Moth-er's heart is ev - er true.
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Verse 3 (English)

Sleep my darling, on my bosom,

Harm will never come to you

Mother’s arms enfold you safely,

Mother’s heart is ever true.

Do you see the angels smiling

As they see your rosy rest?

Sleep, my darling, night is falling
Rest in slumber sound and deep.

Sleep in peace.
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Rest in slum-ber sound and deep. Sleep, sleep, sleep, in peace. Sleep,
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